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SHERIFF AND DEPUTY SHERIFF EDUCATION AND TRAINING BOARD 

 

Minutes of the July 7, 2016 Meeting 

 

Members Present    Commission Staff Present 

 

Carmen Deluca                         Denise Barry                          

David M. Godfrey                                  Doug Hummel  

Todd A. Martin                                    Don Numer 

Wayne E. Nothstein      

Eric Weaknecht         

Amy Withrow                          

 

Members Absent     

Kevin Wevodau      
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The July 7, 2016 meeting of the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Education and Training 

Board (SDSETB) was called to order at 10:00 a.m., by Don Numer, Supervisor, Sheriff 

and Deputy Sheriff Training Program, Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 

Delinquency (PCCD).  Don was leading the meeting due to all SDSETB members were 

in attendance via conference call.   

 

Mr. Numer stated that this special meeting was granted by the SDSETB at the request of 

Sheriff H. Thomas Lyter, Juniata County.   

 

Sheriff Lyter submitted a written request to the SDSETB.  The request was for SDSETB 

consideration to grant Deputy Bryan Waters one additional opportunity to attempt the 

Basic Training Academy’s Physical Fitness Test.  Deputy Waters attended class B-16-01 

beginning January 11, 2016.  He was expected to graduate on May 20, 2016.  Deputy 

Waters failed his final physical fitness test on May 19, 2016 and was dismissed from the 

academy.  Specifically, he failed the 1.5 mile run by 53 seconds.  Sheriff Lyter’s written 

request attested that Deputy Waters had recently passed the 1.5 mile run.  

  

Sheriff Jewell Williams submitted a written request to the SDSETB.  The request was for 

SDSETB consideration to grant Deputy Artesha Minor one additional opportunity to 

attempt the Basic Training Academy’s Physical Fitness Test.  Deputy Minor attended 

class B-16-01 beginning January 11, 2016.  She was expected to graduate on May 20, 

2016.  Deputy Minor failed her final physical fitness test on May 19, 2016 and was 

dismissed from the academy.  Specifically, she failed the 1.5 mile run by 4 seconds.   

Sheriff Williams’s written request attested that Deputy Minor had recently passed the 

fitness test.  

 

Commissioner Wayne E. Nothstein asked if the Board would be creating a problem by 

granting the requests. 

   

Mr. Numer explained that these requests did not comply with the SDSETB Policy, 

however, the Board has prior precedence in granting an additional physical fitness test to 

those deputies in which their employing sheriff has verified in writing that they tested 

their deputy and that the deputy successfully passed the test.  Mr. Doug Hummel stated 

that the next available test date was July 15, 2016.   

 

Sheriff Eric Weaknecht made a motion to approve the requests for one additional 

physical fitness test, to be administered on July 15, 2016.  Sheriff Todd A. Martin 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Numer asked if there was any further discussion or comments.  

No discussion ensued and the motion passed with the following votes:   

 

Voting Aye:  Board Members DeLuca, Godfrey, Martin, Nothstein, Weaknecht, 

and Withrow 

 

Voting Nay:  None 
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Mr. Numer reviewed the proposed Policy regarding Fitness Test Extension requests.  It 

was proposed that the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Education and Training Board delegate 

to the Supervisor, Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Education and Training Program the 

authority, after review, to allow deputy sheriffs, who have exhausted their fitness tests at 

the basic academy without passing, to return for one more attempt at the fitness test under 

the following conditions: 

 

1. The request must come from the employing sheriff.  This request is an 

exception to Board policy and not a right of the deputy. 

2. It must be within three months of the basic class end date where the deputy 

failed. 

3. The request must certify the sheriff or his staff tested the deputy to Board 

standards and the deputy passed.  The request must specify that the deputy 

passed all events, not just the one(s) failed. 

4. If approved, the deputy must be present for the next scheduled fitness test at 

the academy. 

5.  To be certified, the deputy must pass all events, not just the one(s) failed at 

the academy “for record” tests. 

6. This test extension is not a time extension.  All deputies are still held to Act 

1984-2’s requirement to be certified within a year or not continue to be 

actively employed as a deputy sheriff until such time as certification is 

obtained. 

7. This extension will not be approved if the deputy has also failed another 

academic or skill test (and retest) and is ineligible to return in accordance with 

Board policy, III C. (1) Training Failures. 

 

Mr. Numer explained that prior to the current Board policy, deputies who failed all “for 

record” fitness test were afforded one opportunity to return after the academy to retest.  

Sheriffs requested that the Board no longer offer an automatic extension as this was 

creating an expectation that the sheriff must keep the position open until such time as the 

deputy had their 4
th

 test.   

 

However, Board staff also received numerous requests for deputies who had been close 

on a particular event without passing.  Not wanting to waste 19 weeks of training, the 

SDS Training Supervisor would offer to sheriffs that staff would support an additional 

test request to the Board if the sheriff tested and certified the deputy could currently meet 

standards.  These requests always went to the Board.  Mr. Numer explained that partly 

because the new Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Information System (SDSIS) provides a 

constant reminder that a deputy has failed to certify and should be terminated, a number 

of sheriffs are requesting action before a scheduled Board meeting. 

 

Mr. Numer stated that should the Board wish to continue to offer these extensions, either 

“special” Board meetings will have to be convened, the Board could limit these requests 

to only their scheduled Board meetings, or the Board may delegate this function.  Any 

extensions granted under this proposed action would be reported at the next scheduled 

Board meeting.  This would not preclude the sheriff requesting a fitness extension from 
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the Board at its regularly scheduled meeting should that request not meet the criteria 

outlined above. 

 

Sheriff Martin stated that he supported the new Policy.   

 

Lieutenant David M. Godfrey made a motion to approve the Fitness Test Extension 

Policy.  Sheriff Martin seconded the motion.  Mr. Numer asked if there was any further 

discussion or comments.  No discussion ensued and the motion passed with the following 

votes:   

 

Voting Aye:  Board Members DeLuca, Godfrey, Martin, Nothstein, Weaknecht, 

and Withrow 

 

Voting Nay:  None 

 

Mr. Numer informed the SDSETB that there was an issue regarding meal expenditures 

with several Waiver Training attendees during the June 2016 class.  Mr. Numer explained 

that the meal cards have a maximum balance to be used during their attendance.  The 

cards also have a daily spending limit and any money not spend is returned to the 

program account.  The deputies were able spend funds in excess of the daily limit 

provided by the meal cards issued by Penn State.  Mr. Numer stated that the cashiers at 

the various eateries were able to “override” the daily spending limit, provided that there 

was a positive balance remaining on the card.  Mr. Numer stated that Penn State and staff 

are continuing to investigate the situation and more information will be provided at the 

next meeting.   

 

Mr. Numer stated that the next meeting is August 30, 2016, at 9:00 a.m., at the PCCD, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.   
 

Sheriff Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Sheriff Weaknecht seconded the 

motion and the meeting was adjourned at 9:13 a.m. with the following votes:   
 

Voting Aye:  Board Members DeLuca, Godfrey, Martin, Nothstein, Weaknecht, 

and Withrow 

 

Voting Nay:  None 

     


